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Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Shanna Rogers for being awarded
the Geneva Kirk Award by the United Way
Foundation of Androscoggin.

The Geneva Kirk Award is given annually by
United Way of Androscoggin to individuals
who have exemplified exceptional vol-
unteerism and service to their community. This
award honors the memory of Miss Geneva
Kirk who dedicated her life to serving and
teaching others, volunteering in a multitude of
ways throughout her community.

Shanna was nominated by Androscoggin
Head Start not only for her innumerable hours
of community service to Head Start, but also
for her involvement in many other organiza-
tions. Shanna works part time for the Neigh-
borhood Housing League and part time at
Marché’s Restaurant. In her work with the
Neighborhood Housing League, Shanna acts
as an advocate for safe and affordable hous-
ing and as a mentor for tenants in the down-
town area.

Her tireless work with Androscoggin Head
Start and Child Care, the Neighborhood Hous-
ing League, the Women’s Wisdom Center and
the Visible Community demonstrates a com-
mitment to her neighbors that would have
made Geneva proud.

| am extremely honored to congratulate
Shanna Rogers for receiving the Geneva Kirk
Award.

Mr. Speaker, please join me again in recog-
nizing Shanna Rogers for her hard work within
her community.
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Mr. JOHNSON of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday July 11, 2011, due to inclement
weather in Chicago, lllinois, | was unable to
cast my votes for Roll Nos. 534, 535, 536,
537, and 538. | was originally booked on
United flight 5347 from Springfield at 1:15
(CST), connecting to United flight 704 leaving
O’Hare at 3:00 p.m. and arriving in DCA at
5:49 (EST). | was also backed up on Amer-
ican Airlines flight 3879 departing Chicago
O’Hare at 3:00 p.m. However, | could not
make either of these flights due to my original
flight from Springfield being delayed until 7:00
p.m.

Had | been present, my votes would have
been as follows:

For Roll No. 534, to increase funding for the
Corps of Engineers construction by $133.8
million and Operations and Maintenance by
$51 million and reduce funding for Nuclear En-
ergy by $133.8 million and Fossil Energy Re-
search and Development by $92.8 million, |
would have voted “nay.”

For Roll No. 535, which reduces the Mis-
souri River Fish and Wildlife project by $1.75
million and increases Operations and Mainte-
nance by $1 million for levee repair, | would
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have voted “yea.” In light of the recent prob-
lems with flooding along the Mississippi, this
transfer appears to be prudent.

For Roll No. 536, which transfer $6.3 million
from supervision and general administrative
expenses in the headquarters of the Corps of
Engineers to Corps of Engineers, Operation
and Maintenance for dredging of waterways, |
would have voted “yea.” As with Roll No. 535,
recent flooding problems make this transfer
prudent.

For Roll No. 537, which transfers $4.9 mil-
lion from Operation and Maintenance for glob-
al warming to the Spending Reduction Ac-
count, | would have voted “yea.” | have voted
to cut spending in a host of programs includ-
ing those with which | am sympathetic.

For Roll No. 538, which transfers $3.25 bil-
lion from various research and development
accounts and regional economic development
commissions to the Spending Reduction Ac-
count, | would have voted “yea.” | have voted
to cut spending in a host of programs includ-
ing those with which | am sympathetic.

————
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Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | ask my col-
leagues here in the House of Representatives
to join me as | rise to pay tribute to the won-
derful accomplishments of George E.
Shinhoster as he retires from the YMCA of
Newark and Vicinity. It is indeed a pleasure for
me to add my congratulations to that of his
family, friends and colleagues of the YMCA of
Newark and Vicinity as they celebrate in honor
of a man who has been a Y professional for
42 years. George Shinhoster’s retirement caps
a career that saw him lead YMCA’s in multiple
states, with his last five years in the great
State of New Jersey. For all the contributions
he has made over the years, Mr. Shinhoster
deserves to be feted on this marvelous albeit
melancholy occasion.

The YMCA of Newark and Vicinity was for-
tunate to have the wise counsel of Mr.
Shinhoster who came to serve on an interim
basis but chose to stay for an extended pe-
riod. During his tenure, he was able to accom-
plish multiple goals including a positive finan-
cial bottom line. Rarely has an individual been
such an integral part of an organization where
strength, integrity and determination have
been the driving forces of the outcomes.
Clearly, George Shinhoster could have taken
his talents elsewhere but the Y is extremely
grateful that he chose to follow in the foot-
steps of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King whom
he credits with much of his accomplishments.
In fact, George Shinhoster worked with Dr.
King during the 1960’s and participated in
many of the civil rights initiatives occurring
during that time period.

Based on George’s background, it is no
wonder that he chose to serve and he has
served well. As a strong supporter of the
YMCA and its programs for youth, it has been
my personal honor to work with George
Shinhoster and to encourage his efforts.
These efforts have led to some dynamic im-
provements and image boosting for the YMCA
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of Newark and Vicinity. His sphere of influence
in the community and the synergy he helped
to create through the Y will always be remem-
bered by the many employees, program par-
ticipants and residents of the Greater Newark
area.

Mr. Speaker, | know my fellow members of
the House of Representatives agree that
George Shinhoster has been a part of the fab-
ric of the Y and that his departure will leave
a void that will not easily be filled. We wish
him well in this new phase of his life.

———
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Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
an Alabamian who for more than four decades
has stood watch over our communities and
our homes, keeping us safe and risking his
own life to protect many who were at the
mercy of a fire, an accident or an unforeseen
force of nature. On August 1, 2011, after forty-
plus years on the job, Orange Beach Fire
Chief Forney Howard will officially retire from
public service.

Chief Howard began his career in 1970
when he joined the City of Birmingham Fire
Department. During his tenure in Alabama’s
largest city, Forney served in the Birmingham
Fire Training Division for five years as Captain
and as Chief of Training.

During this period, over 500 firefighter re-
cruits were trained and graduated from the
Training Bureau. He had the privilege of being
part of the first Paramedic Class in the State
of Alabama during the summer of 1973. Chief
Howard also served on the Birmingham’s first
Hazmat Unit. At his retirement from the Bir-
mingham Fire Department, Chief Howard was
Battalion Chief for the eastern district of that
city.

In April 2004, Forney Howard was ap-
pointed interim Fire Chief for the City of Or-
ange Beach, and the following month the
Mayor and City Council made the appointment
permanent. His experience and abilities were
put to the test early in his tenure when Hurri-
cane lvan made a direct hit on the Gulf Coast
in September of that same year.

Under his tenure with the City of Orange
Beach, Chief Howard has lead the Fire De-
partment and their Emergency Management
services through several tropical occurrences,
fires and the 2010 BP oil spill. Less than two
months prior to his retirement, Chief Howard
directed the Orange Beach Fire and Rescue
response effort that successfully battled a sig-
nificant wildfire at Gulf State Park.

In 2003, Chief Howard was recognized as
Firefighter of the Year in Orange Beach,
Emergency Technician of the Year for Bir-
mingham in 1975, and has been a past mem-
ber and past President of the Alabama Asso-
ciation of Fire Chiefs. Chief Howard served on
the Board of Trustees for South Baldwin Med-
ical Center and is currently on the Board of
Trustees for Columbia Southern University,
where he also obtained a Bachelor's Degree
in Fire Science.

A fighter who not only saved lives but is
also a cancer survivor himself, Chief Howard
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